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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-7, 9-16, 18-19, 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Matsuda et al (US 6,058,249). 

Regarding claim 1 : Matsuda teach a printing apparatus (fig 1 , image forming 
apparatus 200) for carrying out the printing of print jobs transmitted from a host device 
in order of receipt (fig 19, printing data is generated in a PC via external interface 
controller 1 18 and sent to printer via input/print section & controller 122 & 124), said 
apparatus comprising: a queue management unit (fig 19, main controller 114 with print 
Que tables) that holds a print job to which a password is attached and which is 
transmitted from said host device together with normal print jobs for which no password 
entry is required in a queue, and that manages the order of all print jobs (fig 19, & 
column 15 lines 40-42 & 56-59, print jobs for any data acquired by performing the 
printing function is registered in the print Que Table for printing function &, column 16, 
lines 13-14, are ordered with regard to time of acquisition into the controller 114), until 
said password is entered (column 16, lines 15-23, password print jobs are provided a 
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lower priority until designation of password); and a control unit (fig. 37, panel controller 
112 communication with main controller 1 14) for sequentially carrying out, upon entry of 
the password for one or more of the password-attached print jobs that is being held, the 
printing of the password -attached print jobs in order of entry of the password in 
preference over the normal print jobs, which require no password entry, that are waiting 
for print (column 23, line 62 - column 24:line 9, password print jobs which cannot be 
printed until their password has been correctly input are given a default priority level of 8 
when their password is inputted and validated. Fig 34, teaches that default priority levels 
for printing of print data in a normal, non-password-required state are set at 4. 
Therefore, the password print jobs with priority level of 8 are given preference over 
normal print jobs that are given a priority level of 4). 

Regarding claim 2: Matsuda et al., teach wherein said control unit stores the 
password-attached print jobs in said queue in a print hold status (column 23:lines 63-67, 
password print jobs that does not have a correctly inputted password are held in the 
print Que table, prevented from executing), moves a password-attached print job for 
which the password has been entered to the end of print jobs stored in said queue while 
releasing the print hold status, and carries out the printing of the password-attached 
print jobs for which the passwords have been entered in order of release of said print 
hold status (column 16:lines 13-14, print jobs are selected for execution in the order 
they have been acquired. Column 24, lines 1-2, when a password is input, the hold 
status is removed when the priority level is changed to 8. It follows that when print jobs 
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with correct password input are given higher priority, they are acquired ahead of future 
print jobs and are printed before those future print jobs of equivalent priority levels). 

Regarding claim 3: Matsuda et al., further teach a main CPU (fig. 3, main CPU 
30) that controls the start of printing (column 7, lines 32-38, main CPU 30 controls the 
overall image forming apparatus 200). The clocking of print jobs is met by the clocking 
of the main CPU in the Matsuda et al. teachings, which has a timing means built in to 
control the output of the print jobs. 

Regarding claim: Matsuda et al., further teach a main CPU (fig 3, main CPU 30) 
that controls the start of printing (column 7, lines 32-38, main CPU 30 controls the 
overall image forming apparatus 200). The clocking of print jobs is met by the clocking 
of the main CPU in the Matsuda et al., teachings, which has a timing means built in to 
control the output of the print jobs. 

Regarding claims 5-7, 9-1 1 , 12-14, which collectively concern the use of pointers 
to indicate the ends of the preferenced password print job list and the normal print job 
list in the Que, Matsuda et al., teach the printing apparatus according to claim 1 wherein 
the sequencing of print jobs is accomplished by a control means (fig 37, main controller 
1 14) that controls the transfer order of the produced data so that the data is 
subsequently received and preferentially output (column 16, lines 13-14, print jobs are 
selected for execution in the order they have been acquired. In addition, column 23, line 
62 - column 24, line 9, password print jobs are given a default priority level of 8 when 
their password is correctly inputted. Fig. 34, teaches that default priority levels for 
printing of print data in a normal, non-password-required state are set at 4. Therefore, 
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the password print jobs with priority level of 8 are given preference over normal print 
jobs that are given a priority level of 4). Matsuda et al., do not explicitly teach a control 
unit that comprises two pointers, one for indicating the end of password-attached print 
jobs stored in the queue, and one for indicating the end of the normal print jobs stored in 
the queue, although Matsuda et al., teach the use of priority levels to separate 
password and normal print jobs, and Matsuda et al., teach registering acquisition 
information that is used to select the order of output (column 16, rlines 9-14). The Office 
interprets that the pointers in the invention are equivalent to the ordering ability of 
Matsuda et al., that allows preferential ordering of print queue documents. 

Regarding claim 15: Matsuda et al., teach a printing method used in a print 
apparatus that during printing of normal print jobs for which no password entry is 
required, upon entry of one or more passwords that each correspond to a password- 
attached print job, which has been stored in print hold status and for which password 
entry is required, the method comprising the steps of: verifying that each of the entered 
passwords is a valid password for a corresponding password-attached print job (column 
23, line 62 - column 24, line 3, fig 36 with password-input menu display acquires a 
password, and releases the specified password-attached print job from its hold status if 
the password assigned to # has been entered correctly); printing each password- 
attached print job in order of password entry after completion of the printing of the 
normal print jobs, for which no password entry is required, wherein printing of each 
password-attached print job is carried out in preference over the other normal print jobs, 
for which no password entry is required, that are waiting for print (column 16, lines 13- 
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1 4, print jobs are selected for execution in the order they have been acquired. In 
addition, column 23, line 62 - column 24, line 9 f password print jobs are given a default 
priority level of 8 when their password is correctly inputted. Fig 34, teaches that default 
priority levels for printing of print data in a normal, non-password-required state are set 
at 4. Therefore, the password print jobs with priority level of 8 are given preference in 
print order over normal print jobs that are given a priority level of 4. Therefore, the 
second password- attached print job will print following the completion of the first 
password-attached print job). 

Regarding claim 16: Matsuda et al., teach a printing method used in a print 
apparatus for printing a plurality of password-attached print jobs, the method comprising 
the steps of: verifying, during printing of a first password-attached print job for which 
password entry is required, upon entry of a password for a second or subsequent 
password-attached print job that has been stored in print hold status, that the entered 
password is a valid password for the second or subsequent password-attached print job 
(column 23, line 62 - column 24, line 3, fig 36 with password-input menu display 
acquires a password, and releases the specified password-attached print job from its 
hold status if the password assigned to it has been entered correctly. Password entry 
occurs at any time a print job from a job in print hold status has been selected for entry 
of password which includes entering a password for a second password-attached job 
while a first password-attached job is printing); and printing the second or subsequent 
password-attached print job after the printing of the first password- attached print job is 
completed, wherein the second or subsequent password-attached print job is carried 
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out after a predetermined amount of time (column 16, lines 13-14, print jobs are 
selected for execution in the order they have been acquired. In addition, column 23:line 
62 - column 24:line 9, password print jobs are given a default priority level of 8 when 
their password is correctly inputted. Fig 34 teaches that default priority levels for printing 
of print data in a normal, non-password-required state are set at 4. Therefore, the 
password print jobs with priority level of 8 are given preference in print order over 
normal print jobs that are given a priority level of 4. Therefore, the second password- 
attached print job will print following the completion of the first password-attached print 
job). Matsuda et al., further teach a main CPU (5g 3, main CPU 30) that controls the 
start of printing (column 7:lines 32-38, main CPU 30 controls the overall image forming 
apparatus 200). The clocking of print jobs is met by the clocking of the main CPU in the 
Matsuda et al., teachings, which has a timing means built in to control the output of the 
print jobs, which caries out a print job after a predetermined amount of time. 

Regarding claim 18: Matsuda et al., teach a printing apparatus (fig 1, image 
forming apparatus 200) for printing print data transmitted from a host device in order of 
reception (fig 19, printing data is generated in a PC via external interface controller 118 
and sent to printer via input/print section & controller 122 & 124), said apparatus 
comprising: a queue management unit (fig 19, main controller 114 with print Que tables) 
for holding a password-attached print data transmitted from said host device (fig 19, & 
column I5:lines 40-42 & 56-59, print jobs for any data acquired by performing the 
printing function is registered in the print Que Table for printing function &, column 16, 
lines 13-14, are ordered with regard to time of acquisition into the controller 114), until 
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said password is entered (column 16:lines 15-23, password print jobs are provided a 
lower priority until designation of password), and a control unit (fig 37, panel controller 
112 communication with main controller 1 14) for upon entry of the password for the 
password-attached print job that are being held, sequentially printing of the password- 
attached print jobs in order of entry of the password in preference over the normal print 
jobs, which require no password entry, that are waiting for print (column 23:line 62 - 
column 24:line 9, password print jobs which cannot be printed until their password has 
been correctly input are given a default priority level of 8 when their password is 
inputted and validated. Fig 34, teaches that default priority levels for printing of print 
data in a normal, non-password-required state are set at 4. Therefore, the password 
print jobs with priority level of 8 are given preference over normal print jobs that are 
given a priority level of 4). 

Regarding claim 19: Matsuda et al., teach a printing apparatus (fig 1 , image 
forming apparatus 200) for carrying out the printing of normal print jobs, for which no 
password entry is required, in order of reception (column 16:lines 13-14, print jobs are 
ordered with regard to time of acquisition into the controller 114) while putting 
password-attached print jobs, for which password entry is required, in print hold status 
(column 23:1 ines 63-67, password print jobs that does not have a correctly inputted 
password are held in the print Que table, prevented from executing), said apparatus 
comprising: an input unit via which a password for a password-attached print job is 
entered (column 23:1 ine 62 - column 24:line 3, fig 36 with password-input menu 
display), and a control unit (fig 37, panel controller 1 12 communication with main 
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controller 114) whereby the print hold status of said password-attached print job whose 
password agrees with the password entered via said input unit is released, and the 
printing of said password-attached print jobs is carried out in order of password entry, in 
preference over the normal print jobs that are waiting for print (column 16:lines 13-14, 
print jobs are selected for execution in the order they have been acquired. Column 
24:lines 1-2, when a correct password is input, the hold status is removed and the 
priority level is changed to 8. It follows that print jobs with correct inputted passwords 
are acquired ahead of future print jobs and are printed before those future print jobs of 
equivalent priority levels. In addition, Fig 34, teaches that default priority levels for 
printing of print data in a normal, non-password-required state are set at 4. Therefore, 
the password print jobs with priority level of 8 are given preference over normal print 
jobs that are given a priority level of 4). 

Regarding claim 24: Matsuda et al., teach a printing system (fig 1 , image 
forming apparatus 200) comprising: a queue management unit (fig 19, main controller 1 
14 with print Que tables) that holds password-attached print data to which a plurality of 
passwords are attached and which are transmitted from a host device (fig 19, & column 
I5:lines 40-42 & 56-59, print jobs for any data acquired by performing the printing 
function is registered in the print Que Table for printing function), until said password is 
entered (column 16:lines 1 5-23, password print jobs are provided a lower priority until 
designation of password); and a control unit (fig 37, panel controller 112 communication 
with main controller 1 14) by which, upon entry of the password for the password- 
attached print data that is being held, the printing of the password-attached print data is 
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sequentially printed in order of entry of the passwords, in preference over normal print 
data that are waiting for print and for which no password entry is required (column 
23:line 62 - column 24:line 9, password print jobs which cannot be printed until their 
password has been correctly input are given a default priority level of 8 when their 
password is inputted and validated. Fig 34, teaches that default priority levels for 
printing of print data in a normal, non- password-required state are set at 4. Therefore, 
the password print jobs with priority level of 8 are given preference over normal print 
jobs that are given a priority level of 4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8, 17, 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Matsuda et al. (US 6,058,249) & Kageyama et al. (US 6,567,180). 

Regarding claim 8: Matsuda et al., teach the printing apparatus accordingly to 
claim 1 (see rejection above), but do not teach an image list for displaying password- 
attached print jobs that are in queue in print hold status. 

However, Kageyama et al. teach an image list for displaying print jobs that are in 
queue in print hold status (fig 13 teaches a display list for displaying print jobs in a 
suspended state, i.e. print jobs in print hold status). 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have used the display for displaying suspended documents taught by 
Kageyama et al.'s figure 13, in the printing apparatus taught by Matsuda et al. because 
it allows the users of the system to visually locate their password document in print hold 
status, enabling each user to visually confirm that their document is available for release 
upon correct input of the document's password. 

Regarding claim 17: Matsuda et al., teach a printing method used in a print 
apparatus for printing one or more password-attached print jobs for which password 
entry is required during printing of normal print jobs for which no password entry is 
required, the method comprising the steps of: verifying, upon entry of a password for 
any of the password-attached print jobs stored in print hold status, that the password is 
a valid password for one of the password-attached print jobs (column 23:line 62 - 
column 24:line 3, fig 36 with password-input menu display acquires a password, and 
releases the specified password-attached print job from its hold status if the password 
assigned to it has been entered correctly); and printing each of the password-attached 
print jobs in order of password entry, wherein printing of each of the password-attached 
print jobs is carried out in preference over the normal print jobs that are waiting for print 
(column I6:lines 1 3-14, print jobs are selected for execution in the order they have been 
acquired. In addition, column 23:line 62 - column 24:line 9, password print jobs are 
given a default priority level of 8 when their password is correctly inputted. Fig 34, 
teaches that default priority levels for printing of print data in a normal, non-password- 
required state are set at 4. Therefore, the password print jobs with priority level of 8 are 
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given preference in print order over normal print jobs that are given a priority level of 4. 
Therefore, the second password-attached print job will print following the completion of 
the first password-attached print job). 

Matsuda et al., do not teach method further comprising a step of displaying a list 
of password- attached print jobs which are stored in print hold status. 

However, Kageyama et al. teach a display unit (fig 13) for displaying the 
password-attached print jobs that are in print hold status (fig 13 teaches a display list for 
displaying print jobs in a suspended state, i.e. print jobs in print hold status). Kageyama 
et al. also teach an instruction enabling the release of a print job from a suspended 
state (column 13:lines 29-31 & 36). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the ad at the time of the 
invention to have used the method of displaying suspended documents taught by 
Kageyama et al.'s figure 13, in the printing apparatus method taught by Matsuda et al., 
because it allows the users of the system to visually locate their password document in 
print hold status, enabling each user to visually confirm that their document is available 
for release upon correct input of the document's password. Furthermore, the suspended 
state release taught by Kageyama et al. follows the functionality of the password print 
hold status release taught by Matsda et al. 

Regarding claim 20: Matsuda et al., teach printing apparatus according to claim 
19 (see rejection above), wherein said control unit (fig 37, panel controller 1 12 
communication with main controller 114) receives a designation of a single password- 
attached print job from a display unit, compares the password of the designated 
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password-attached print job with the password that has been entered via said input unit, 
and releases the print hold status of said password-attached print job when the 
passwords agree with each other, thereby rendering the printing of said password- 
attached print job possible (column 23:line 62 - column 24:line 3, 5g 36 with password- 
input menu display acquires a password, and releases the specified password-attached 
print job from its hold status if the password assigned to it has been entered). 

Matsuda et al., do not teach the apparatus further comprising a display unit for 
displaying the password-attached print jobs that are in print hold status when password 
entry is received via said input unit. 

However, Kageyama et al. teach a display unit (fig 13) for displaying the 
password-attached print jobs that are in print hold status (fig 13 teaches a display list for 
displaying print jobs in a suspended state, i.e. print jobs in print hold status). Kageyama 
et al. also teach an instruction enabling the release of a print job from a suspended 
state (column 13 :lines 29-31 & 36). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have used the display for displaying suspended documents taught by 
Kageyama et al.'s figure 13, in the printing apparatus taught by Matsuda et al., because 
it allows the users of the system to visually locate their password document in print hold 
status, enabling each user to visually confirm that their document is available for release 
upon correct input of the document's password. Furthermore, the suspended state 
release taught by Kageyama et al. follows the functionality of the password print hold 
status release taught by Matsda et al. 
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Regarding claim 21 : the claim rejection of claim 20 is representative of claim 21 . 
See Kageyama et al M wherein said display unit displays a plurality of password- 
attached print jobs that are in print hold status in such a manner that one of the 
password-attached print jobs can be designated as the object of entry of the password 
via said input unit (fig 13 teaches a display list for displaying print jobs in a suspended 
state, i.e. print jobs in print hold status. Furthermore, column 13, lines 29-31 & 36 teach 
an instruction enabling the release of a print job from a suspended state, thereby 
designating a particular print job in suspended state for releasing the suspending state. 
In following with the argument presented in claim 20, the suspended state release in the 
combination of Matsuda et al. and Kageyama et al. is accomplished by a password 
being input for releasing a print hold status). 

Regarding claim 22: Matsuda et al., teach a printing apparatus (fig 1 , image 
forming apparatus 200) for carrying out the printing of normal print jobs, for which no 
password entry is required, in order of reception (column 16:lines 1 3-14, print jobs are 
ordered with regard to time of acquisition into the controller 114) while putting 
password-attached print jobs, for which password entry is required, in print hold status 
(column 23:lines 63-67, password print jobs that does not have a correctly inputted 
password are held in the print Que table, prevented from executing), said apparatus 
comprising: an input unit via which a password for a password-attached print job is 
entered (column 23:line 62 -column 24:line 3, fig 36 with password-input menu display); 
a control unit (fig 37, panel controller 1 12 communication with main controller 114) by 
which, upon entry, via said input unit, of the password for a password-attached print job 
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that has been designated from among the password-attached print jobs displayed on 
said display unit, the print hold status of the password-attached print job for which the 
password has been entered is released and the printing thereof is carried out in 
preference over the normal print jobs, for which no password entry is required, that are 
waiting for print (column I6:lines 13-14, print jobs are selected for execution in the order 
they have been acquired. Column 24:lines 1-2, when a correct password is input, the 
hold status is removed and the priority level is changed to 8. It follows that print jobs 
with correct inputted passwords are acquired ahead of future print jobs and are printed 
before those future print jobs of equivalent priority levels. In addition, Fig 34, teaches 
that default priority levels for printing of print data in a normal, non-password-required 
state are set at 4. Therefore, the password print jobs with priority level of 8 are given 
preference over normal print jobs that are given a priority level of 4). 

Matsuda et al., do not teach the apparatus further comprising a display unit for 
displaying a plurality of password-attached print jobs that are in print hold status in such 
a manner that one of the password-attached print jobs can be designated as the object 
of the entry of the password in said input unit. 

However, Kageyama et al., teach wherein said display unit displays a plurality of 
password- attached print jobs that are in print hold status (i.e. print jobs in a suspended 
state) in such a manner that one of the password-attached print jobs can be designated 
as the object of entry of the password via said input unit (fig 13 teaches a display list for 
displaying print jobs in a suspended state, i.e. print jobs in print hold status. 
Furthermore, column 13, lines 29-31 & 36 teach an instruction enabling the release of a 
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print job from a suspended state, thereby designating a particular print job in suspended 
state for releasing the suspending state). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have used the display for displaying suspended documents taught by 
Kageyama et al.'s figure 13, in the printing apparatus taught by Matsuda et al., because 
it allows the users of the system to visually locate their password document in print hold 
status, enabling each user to visually confirm that their document is available for release 
upon designation of the document and correct input of the document's password. 

Furthermore, the suspended state release taught by Kageyama et al. follows the 
functionality of the password print hold status release taught by Matsda et al. 

4. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Matusda 
in view of Kageyama as applied to claim 22 above, and further in view of Ueda et al (US 
5,956,471). 

Regarding claim 23: Matsuda et al. & Kageyama et al. teach the printing 
apparatus according to claim 22, but do not teach wherein a notice is given in the event 
that the password for the password-attached print job designated from among the 
password-attached print jobs displayed on said display unit does not agree with the 
password entered via said input unit. 

However, Ueda et al. teach wherein a notice is given in the event that the 
password for the password-attached print job designated from among the password- 
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attached print jobs displayed on said display unit does not agree with the password 
entered via said input unit (column 8:line 67 - column 9:line 4). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have used the error warning display taught by Ueda et al. in the printing 
system with a password input unit as taught by Matsuda et al. & Kageyama et al. 
because it quickly issues a notice to the user that their password input was not correct 
and the print request was not activated. 



Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 5/18/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

With respect to applicant's argument that "Matsuda teaches printing in order of 
receipt and does not teach mention or suggest printing password-attached print jobs in 
the order of password entry. Accordingly, claims 1 , 15, 17- 19, and 24 and all claims 
depending therefrom are not anticipated or made obvious by the Matsuda reference," 
has been considered. 

In reply: Claim 1 clearly states that "in order of entry of the password in 
preference over the normal print job." The order of printing the password attach print 
job is in relative to the normal print job. 

Matsuda, column 23, line 62 - column 24:line 9, teaches password print jobs 
which cannot be printed until their password has been correctly input are given a default 
priority level of 8 when their password is inputted and validated. Fig 34, teaches that 
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default priority levels for printing of print data in a normal, non-password-required state 
are set at 4. Therefore, the password print jobs with priority level of 8 are given 
preference over normal print jobs that are given a priority level of 4. 

With respect to applicant's argument that "Matsuda does not teach, mention or 
suggest separating two password-attached print jobs by a predetermined amount of 
time or, alternatively, a normal print job interposed between the two so that one 
password-attached print job does not immediately follow another password-attached 
print job," has been considered. 

In reply: All CPU tasks are controlled by the clocking of the CPU (inherent 
properties of CPU). For example, the step ST164 of the next print job cannot be 
processed without a predetermined time (clock cycles) has been passed after step ST 
196. 

With respect to applicant's argument that "Kageynma also does not teach, 
mention or suggest a control unit by which, upon entry, via said input unit, of the 
password for a password- attached print job that has been designated from among the 
password-attached print jobs displayed on said display unit, the print hold status of the 
password-attached print job for which the password has been entered is released and 
the printing thereof is carried out in preference over the normal print jobs, for which no 
password entry is required, that are waiting for print.," has been considered. 

In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one 
cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections 
are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
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USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 
1986). 

: Matsuda et al., teach a printing apparatus (fig 1, image forming apparatus 200) 
for carrying out the printing of normal print jobs, for which no password entry is required, 
in order of reception (column 16:lines 1 3-14, print jobs are ordered with regard to time 
of acquisition into the controller 114) while putting password-attached print jobs, for 
which password entry is required, in print hold status (column 23:lines 63-67, password 
print jobs that does not have a correctly inputted password are held in the print Que 
table, prevented from executing), said apparatus comprising: an input unit via which a 
password for a password-attached print job is entered (column 23:line 62 -column 
24:line 3, fig 36 with password-input menu display); a control unit (fig 37, panel 
controller 1 12 communication with main controller 1 14) by which, upon entry, via said 
input unit, of the password for a password-attached print job that has been designated 
from among the password-attached print jobs displayed on said display unit, the print 
hold status of the password-attached print job for which the password has been entered 
is released and the printing thereof is carried out in preference over the normal print 
jobs, for which no password entry is required, that are waiting for print (column I6:lines 
13-14, print jobs are selected for execution in the order they have been acquired. 
Column 24:lines 1-2, when a correct password is input, the hold status is removed and 
the priority level is changed to 8. It follows that print jobs with correct inputted 
passwords are acquired ahead of future print jobs and are printed before those future 
print jobs of equivalent priority levels. In addition, Fig 34, teaches that default priority 
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levels for printing of print data in a normal, non-password-required state are set at 4. 
Therefore, the password print jobs with priority level of 8 are given preference over 
normal print jobs that are given a priority level of 4). 

Matsuda et al., do not teach the apparatus further comprising a display unit for 
displaying a plurality of password-attached print jobs that are in print hold status in such 
a manner that one of the password-attached print jobs can be designated as the object 
of the entry of the password in said input unit. 

However, Kageyama et al., teach wherein said display unit displays a plurality of 
password- attached print jobs that are in print hold status (i.e. print jobs in a suspended 
state) in such a manner that one of the password-attached print jobs can be designated 
as the object of entry of the password via said input unit (fig 1 3 teaches a display list for 
displaying print jobs in a suspended state, i.e. print jobs in print hold status. 
Furthermore, column 13; lines 29-31 & 36 teach an instruction enabling the release of a 
print job from a suspended state, thereby designating a particular print job in suspended 
state for releasing the suspending state). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have used the display for displaying suspended documents taught by 
Kageyama et al.'s figure 13, in the printing apparatus taught by Matsuda et al., because 
it allows the users of the system to visually locate their password document in print hold 
status, enabling each user to visually confirm that their document is available for release 
upon designation of the document and correct input of the document's password. 
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Furthermore, the suspended state release taught by Kageyama et al. follows the 
functionality of the password print hold status release taught by Matsda et al. 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to King Y. Poon whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7440. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



August 22, 2005 




KINGY.POON 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



